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one third part till about the 20 of November, whereby we hum- 
bly presume that from our extraordinary service we have fulfilled 
the intentions of the aforesaid act and discharged ourselves from 
the opperation thereof. Thus circumstanced we need not, we 
trust, apologise for not executing the said act within the time 
therein prescribed. We further represent that in case of another 
invasion we are liable to the like misfortunes and distress, and 
therefore instead of being weakened by draughting our militia 
we shall most assuredly want the assistance of others. But we 
cannot conclude without making some observation on the afore- 
said act, first the soldier who enlists or is draughted is entitled 
to a certain bounty. The Assembly have exploded the idea of 
paper money. Government is not yet, we are told, possessed 
of specie to discharge such bounty. That part of the law, there- 
fore, is nugatory. Second, each county was to furnish a certain 
number of men, not in proportion of the number of militia, but 
in proportion to property it contained. Since passing the law 
a considerable part of the property in some countys, particularly 
in this, has been destroyed by the enemy. That such should 
now be called upon to furnish the same number of men that they 
were to have raised when their property was entire would be 
absurd, ungenerous and unjust. These considerations, however, 
we submit to the discretion of your Honorable board, hoping 
you will take it under your deliberation, and suspend the exe- 
cution of the law, at least in this, and such of the frontier 
countys as have been plundered and distressed by the enemy, 
and are in future subject to the like misfortune. 
And we are, &c. 



THE CHESAPEAKE WAR." 



In arranging and classifying the historical archives of the State 
in the State Library (which, we may remark in passing, is the 
most valuable and important work that has been done in the 
Library since the war), the appended roll has been found and is 
published as an item of historical interest. 
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It is deemed unnecessary to dilate upon the enthusiastic out- 
burst of patriotism and military ardor that was evoked by the 
"Chesapeake" incident, as it is taken for granted that the 
readers of this Magazine are familiar with the history of the in- 
cident and of the period. 

The publication of the roll, and the incidental correspondence, 
will furnish an apt illustration of the temper of the times. 

Following is an exact copy of the original document on file 
in the State Library : 

Roll of a Company — under the denomination of ' ' Silver- 
Greys" — associated for the purpose of aiding and assisting in 
guarding the City of Richmond and its Vicinity during the period 
that the armed Volunteers and other militia, may be ordered on 
more distant service. 

July 13th, 1807. 

Robert Gamble, elected Captain. 

James Gibbon, elected Lieutenant. 
William Price, elected Ensign. 



John Page, 
William Robertson, 
George Picket, 
Robert Pollard, 
Augustine Davis, 
Daniel Triplet, 
John Foster, 
Jacob I. Cohen, 
Samuel Myers, 
William Pritchard, 
John Glynn, 
Jacob DeLyon, 
Solomon Raphael, 
J. Worrall, 
John Moody, 
Charles Cox, 
John Darrows, 
Levin Blake, 
Peter Combe, 
Arch* Blair, 
Patrick Ternan, 



Joseph Gallego, 
John Moss, 
Isaac Allen, 
John McKimm, 
Philip Fulcher, 
Michael Grantland, 
John Graham, 
Wm. Dawson, 
A. Foster, 
Thomas Nicholson, 
David Lambert, 
John Williamson, 
Samuel Paine, 
L. Werg, 
William Gait, 
Andrew Castlen, 
Robert Kendrick, 
John Courtney, 
Peter Aubry, 
John Royster, 
Nenian Wyse, 
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John McAllister, William Hewlett, 

Joseph Jackson, Joseph Abercromby, 

James Paul, David Bullock, 

John D. Blair, William Carter— 53. 

July 17, 1807. 

Amongst sundry Resolutions of the Citizens of Richmond 
(exempt from Militia Duty), whose names are annexed in the 
foregoing Roll, met for the purpose of adopting rules and regula- 
tions calculated for enabling them to be useful to their fellow 
citizens. 

The officers elected were authorized and directed to make ap- 
plication to the Hon'ble the Executive for proper arms, the in- 
dividuals receiving them to be responsible. 

William H. Cabell, Esq'r, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Sir, — The preceding sketch, explanatory of the motives which 
actuate and impel the citizens (exempt from Militia Duty) whose 
names are annexed, to form themselves into a Company, the 
more effectually to be useful to their fellow citizens and each other 
in case of Danger, I trust will be sufficiently satisfactory to the 
Hon'ble the Executive without taking up their time with a perusal 
of all the proceedings and regulations of the associates in their 
patriotic endeavor (shall occasion require) to protect the Seat 
of government either in the absence of their younger Brethren 
on distant duty or otherwise and especially as most of the per- 
sons, by glancing over their names, the Executive are doubtless 
sufficiently acquainted with to induce a confidence that the arms 
which may be confided to the individuals will be safe and faith- 
fully returned when so required. 

Several of the gentlemen intend equiping themselves, but 
others cannot make such a measure convenient. 

It will be my Duty, and I shall certainly be careful, that a 
proper receipt of accountability for what arms each person re- 
ceives shall be executed and kept or deposited in the proper 
office of vouchers in similar cases as the Executive shall direct. 

Our regulations respecting the arms being always kept in good 
order together with the emulation which I natter myself will 
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govern each member will be a guaranty that the arms thus so- 
licited shall receive no injury. 

I am Sir, In behalf of the Company associated under the 
title of "Silver Greys." 

Your and the Hon'ble Executive's Ob't Serv't, 

Ro. Gamble, Capt. 

[Endorsed] Richmond, July 22d, 1807. To be commissioned. 



ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL TO THE LORDS 
COMMISSIONERS OF TRADE. 



[There is no date to this paper — the original of which is among 
the Ludwell MSS., Virginia Historical Society — but it was, no 
doubt, written in 1717 or 1718. Spotswood, in a letter to the 
Commissioners of Trade, dated June 24, 1718, speaks of "the 
Eight Counsellors who troubled Yo r Lo'ps with a remonstrance 
against the Courts of Oyer and Terminer." The address was 
occasioned by the dispute between Spotswood and the majority 
of the Council in regard to his right to appoint persons not mem- 
bers of the Council to sit with them in the Courts of Oyer and 
Terminer. The Board of Trade upheld the legality of such ap- 
pointments, but thought that it was ' ' unwise for the governor to 
exercise such authority, legal, yet uncommon, except on extra- 
ordinary occasions." See Spotswood Letters, II, during 1717 and 
1718, and a remonstrance in 1718 by Wm. Byrd to the Lords of 
Trade. {Calendar Virginia State Papers, 190, &c.)] 



[Endorsement] Rough of Coun" Mem*' to U' Trade. 
May it please y r Lordships: 

That we give y r Lordships the trouble of any address Soe 
Seldom as members of his Maj ttc ' 8 Councill of Virg* is occasioned 
by the confidence we have had in our Govern" that they did 
from time to time faithfully & impartially represent to your 
Lord" 9 what was necessary to give you a right knowledge of the 
State of this colonv & even of our own proceedings & behaviour 



